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Guides Top Lures

If you need new lures, read this story. We called up
America’s top fishing guides to ask them which ones they
turn to when their tips are on the line. These are their
tavorites, for all major species, plus advice on how to fish
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The Killers: 112 Can't-Miss Lures of
Today's Top Guides

Here are 112 battle-tested lures that North America’s top guides tie on when they absolutely have to catch
fish. Make roommn in your tackle box
Article by Joe Cermele. Uploaded on February 13, 2009

Ask fishing guides to name thair favorite
lures and most sigh, then grumble, then
inevitably utter some variation on the words,
“That’s tough, becauss it all depends on the
conditicns.” But deep down, all guides—
regardless of sponsorships, endersements, or
frae lures showerad on them by
manufacturers—know the patterns that will
gat them hooked up on their home waters
anytime. Thay all have standbys that get it
dona coma rain, wind, o dirty watar. Sowe
found and grilled 28 top guides throughout
the United States and Canada and got them to

reveal their absclute favorite lures in four

) ) ) ) ) categories for seven species—and even tell us
One of pike guide Steva Scepaniak's Suick Thriller

jerkbaits shows the battla scars accrued after .
) ) here. Read it, then check your gear—and we'll
fooling ower 1,000 trophy northerns and muskias. . .
saa you at the tackle shop. Click on a species
Thelure had nearly a zo-year run before bel
alow,

Scepaniak retired it. The Suick Thriller remains his

go-to jerkbait.
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how they use them. It’s a lot of info, and it's all
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Favorite Lures of the Smallmouth
Guides

From Dale Hollowr Lake - which gave up the world-record smallie - to Maryland's Potomac River, we grilled
four top bronzeback guides to find out which lures are their go-to patterns all seazon long.
Article by Joe Cermele. Uploaded on February 18, zoog

Related Links
b Fawaorite Lures of the Crappie Guides
b Favnrite Lures nf the Laroamnuth Guides

John Davis

Location: Dale Hollow Lake, Tennessee
Credentials: Davis began running
smallmeouth trips only six vears ago because
he “didr’t want to share secrets.” But now that
he's offering his knowledge to clients, they
shouldn’t ba surprised to hook bass topping
seven pounds.

Number of years guiding: &

Contact: (850) 619-8ooz;

smallmeouthspecialty com

Favorite Spinnerbait: Stanley Wedge
Tandem

Color: Chartreuse,/White

Weight: ¥ cz.

Details: “The Wedge appeals to me bacause it
doesn’t look bulky in the water. The head is
vary streamlined, which gives it a nice

presentation. I like to run a spinner bait
shallow encugh that I can see the blades
flashing, but not high enough that thereisa
wake on the surface. I also like to position the
boat so Pm throwing parallel to the bank.
When the bass are holding shallow, it’s a

Stanley Wedge Tandem

deadly combination.”

Favorite Crankbait: Luhr Jansen Hot Lips
Color: Hot Taxas Rad Crystal

Size: 2 34 in.

Weight: 14 cz.

Details: “Hat Lips run true right out of the bosx. Pve never had to tune them to get a fish-catching
action. That red-and-black color is also a terrific crayfish imitator. With any crankbait, vou need to
be hitting things underwater, like logs, rocks, or just the bottom, for success with bigger fish. A lure
bouncing off debris better imitates a fleeing crayfish. The fish key in on the sound. I’ve had five clean

runs and caught nothing, then on the sixth, Thit a rock and a fish grabs it.”
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Need an Answer?

MOST RECENT QUESTIONS

‘ MORE FRESHWATER
€Q: Here is the situation: Tou are
fishing and you catch a fish that is
not legal to keep, but it swallowed the
hook and iz alreadv dead. What are
wour thoughts on the legality of this
gituation. Is it right to throw the dead
fish back {morally) or should there be
a compromize (legallv’ to keep it?
from igfiorian  onoz.oz.o0g
8 answers | Answer Question

MOREFRESHWATER
!l Q! i am looking for a lake or river

aroung chicago IL to go musky or pike

ASK YOUR QUESTION
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